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Each week during the high school football season, the Jets and Gatorade
will honor a player of the week. The player will receive a $1,000 donation
from the Jets and Gatorade in their name to support their high school
football program. This award will be announced on the Jets High School
Football Hour with Mike Quick and Matt Simms fueled by Gatorade on 98.7
ESPN. 

Coach Cinque attended Clifton High School in Clifton, NJ where he
played running back and linebacker. He was a three-sport athlete
during his time in high school, competing in football, baseball and
hockey. After graduating in 1993, Cinque went to college at Montclair
State University. Cinque continued both his football and baseball
career in college. Cinque graduated from Montclair State in 1998. He
began his coaching career as an assistant coach at Nutley High School
in 1998. In 2000, Cinque returned to his alma mater, as an assistant
coach for Clifton High School. After 13 years as an assistant coach,
Cinque was named head coach of the football team. In addition to his
coaching duties, Coach Cinque serves as a physical education and
health teacher at Clifton High School. On Friday, September 3rd,
Clifton moved to 1-0 on the season, as the Clifton Mustangs defeated
the Cicero-North Syracuse Northstars 32-13 in the High School Kickoff
Classic. Clifton High School takes on the Hackensack Comets on
September 10th at 7 PM.

This week’s recipient is Dante Vernieri, junior linebacker from Donovan
Catholic HS in Toms River, NJ. Vernieri stood out in his first varsity start as
the Donovan Catholic Griffins cruised to a 54-14 victory over the
Archbishop Stepinac Crusaders. Vernieri had two (2) interceptions and
retuned both for touchdowns, one being a 99-yard touchdown – longest in
school history. In addition to the two (2) pick sixes, Vernieri had seven (7)
tackles in the dominant win.
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To view highlights of  Dante Vernieri, click the image above

September 13, 2021 -- The
New York Jets announced today
that Ralph Cinque of Clifton High
School in Clifton, NJ has been
named this week's recipient of
the New York Jets High School
Coach of the Week. Cinque will
receive a monetary award of
$1000 to benefit the school's
football program. Along with this
award, Clifton High School 

New York Jets Head Coach Robert
Saleh wore a Passaic County
Technical Institute Football t-shirt
at his press conference last week
to recognize the school’s Girls Flag
Football team. PCTI won the first
ever New Jersey High School Girls
Flag Football state championship
at MetLife Stadium on June 10,
2021.

About the Jets Girls HS Flag Football League: 
In recognition of the 35th annual National Girls & Women in Sports Day, the
New York Jets and Nike announced the creation of a New Jersey High School
Girls Flag Football League which began play in Spring of 2021. In
collaboration with the North Jersey Super Football Conference (NJSFC), eight
high schools from New Jersey agreed to participate in the inaugural season
of the pilot league. Each school received an $11,000 grant and equipment
from the Jets and Nike to cover all expenses of the program. This is the first
High School Girls Flag Football League in New Jersey with the long-term goal
to have the sport adopted as an official high school statewide championship
sport. 

receives an automatic bid to compete in the 2022 New York Jets 11-
ON Tournament. In addition, Coach Cinque will be invited to attend
the New York Jets vs. New Orleans Saints game on Sunday, December
12th. He will receive luxury suite tickets and be honored on-field at
MetLife Stadium. Clifton High School will receive 100 tickets to the
Jets Play Football 2022 preseason home game.
In its 26th year, the Coach of the Week award is given to a coach in
the Tri-State area who serves the best interests of the game through
the teaching of sound football fundamentals, the motivation of young
players to achieve and the promotion of youth football by way of
dedication to their community, their school and their student-
athletes. 
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